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Brockton Neighborhood Health Center was incorporated in

Letters to the editor

Brockton: *Host city’ or ‘dumping ground’?

To the editor of The Enterprise;

Once again, we Brocktonians are being told what a
great idea the health center is and what an asset it
will be to our downtown area.

A few days ago, Katherine Mendzela chastised
Mayor Farwell for his concern for placing the center
downtown — a downtown that already has the Main-
Spring House on its outskirts, and only the interpre-
tation of the zoning law preventing MainSpring II.

Ms. Mendzela brings up points about why she
voted for Mayor Farwell and about her concern for
the poor and unhealthy people who need this clinic in
Brockton.

She also expresses a deep concern for the redevel-
opment of downtown Brockton — but, 1o and behold,
she has moved to Raynham.

I can't help wondering if many of the downtown
clinic supporters want to put these kind of facilities
in Brockton because they don't want them in their
own communities,

The term “host city” has been used to describe
Brockton, but I think "dumping ground” is becoming
more appropriate,

Now we have Public Health Commissioner David
Mulligan telling us what a great idea the health cen-
ter is and what a good mechanism it will be for cut-
ting health costs.

This is where I get a little confused.

People that are going to use the center are people
who cannot afford to pay for the services. Does that
mean that doctors and nurses are going to work for
free, or charge less for their services? [ don’t think
50,

I think these fees will be passed along and eventu-
ally end up as increases in our health insurance.

By the way, wasn't it Mr, Mulligan who thought it
was a great idea for Brockton to open a methadone
clinic?

I feel that there are a lot of unanswered questions
concerning the real purpose of the clinic and the
methods used for obtaining the grant that should be
addressed.

I also feel that Brockton is poised to rebound from
its economic demise.

With the train coming in a few years and real es-
tate at rock bottom prices, Brockton could become
very attractive to investors and home buyers that
work in the greater Boston area.

I think the question we have to ask ourselves is:
Do we want the train to bring people to add to our
tax base or more people to tax our services.

GEORGE PHILLIPS
Brockton

Most AIDS sufferers have selves to blame



PATH TO BECOMING AN ACE

ADVOCACY CENTER OF
EXCELLENCE
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Appoint a passionate staff member as
Advocacy Lead

|dentify other strong advocates (or a
committee) to inspire others

Send staff of all levels and positions to

ate House Day, and other




Use new sites, partnerships programs, and
activities as opportunities to invite elected
officials for tours

nd newsworthy issues are a good
an official
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