
The Haitian Mental Health (HMH) Network 
 
 

Brief Overview of the HMH Network 
The Haitian Mental Health (HMH) Network is a group of Haitian providers (e.g., social workers, 
psychologists, and psychiatrists) established in the aftermath of the January 12th earthquake to 
coordinate mental health services and respond to the psychosocial needs of the Haitian community. 
As part of this initiative, the HMH Network will work collaboratively with local health centers and 
community-based organizations serving the Haitian community to ensure that mental health 
interventions are comprehensive, integrated, culturally sensitive, and developmentally appropriate.  
 
Scope of Services 
Under this agreement, members of the HMH Network agree to provide the following services to the 
Haitian Multi-Service Center (HMSC): 
 

1. Convene a cadre of linguistically- and culturally-competent mental health clinicians, religious 
leaders and pastoral counselors, and other related professionals to coordinate mental health 
services and address the trauma recovery needs of the local Haitian-American community  

 
2. Provide training, clinical consultation and support to mental health and related professionals 

as they work to address post-disaster counseling and education to members of their local 
Haitian-American communities. 

 
Specifically, the HMH Network will provide: 
 
Training  

• Conduct two culturally-oriented, trauma-informed group sessions for providers at HMSC. 
• Assist providers in developing appropriate skills to (1) recognize signs of mental illness 

among Haitian children, adolescents and adults; (2) assess those at-risk for emotional 
difficulties; and (3) refer consumers for follow-up mental health care. 

 
Consultation 

• Offer on-going clinical consultation and support to HMHC providers, including those 
directly or indirectly affected by the earthquake.  

• Work jointly with providers to conduct a needs assessment of the impact of the earthquake 
on consumers.  

 
Support:  

• Provide a directory of licensed mental health providers with experience and expertise in 
delivering culturally-oriented counseling services to the Haitian community in Massachusetts 
where consumers can be referred for short- and long-term counseling support. 

• Assist providers in identifying appropriate social support services and linking customers to 
other available resources (e.g., housing, food and nutrition, legal services, etc.) in their 
respective communities. 
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 T – Training  

o Conduct training for providers (e.g., mental health, medical, schools, spiritual leader, 
etc.) on Psychological First Aid. 

o Provide intensive training to Haitian mental health providers on trauma-informed 
mental health interventions.  

o Train providers on (1) recognizing signs of mental illness among Haitian children, 
adolescents and adults; (2) assessing those at-risk for emotional difficulties; and (3) 
referring consumers for appropriate care.  

 
A – Assessment 

o Conduct community-wide assessments to measure the impact of the earthquake on 
the mental health and psychosocial well-being of Haitian individuals both locally and 
in Haiti 

o Assess existing gaps in mental health services in the Haitian community. 
o Develop evidence-based practices and clinical interventions that are culturally 

tailored to address the complex emotional, psychological, cultural, and spiritual 
needs of the Haitian community.  

 
S – Services 

o Offer culturally-oriented clinical consultation and support to providers serving the 
Haitian community, including those directly or indirectly affected by the earthquake.  

o Coordinate direct care services that are culturally-sensitive, linguistically-sound and 
developmentally-appropriate to respond to the mental health needs of Haitian 
children, adolescents and adults.  

o Facilitate consumers’ access to mental health services that are “free of charge” and 
readily available within their communities.  

 
K – Knowledge Exchange 

o Serve as a “hub” for coordinated mental health services targeting the Massachusetts 
Haitian community. 

o Create a directory of Haitian mental health providers in Massachusetts where 
patients can be referred for short- and long-term counseling support. 

o Work in partnership with local, national and international organizations to exchange 
information and knowledge about best clinical practices, and share resources. 

 
S – Support and Outreach 

o Identify and secure funding to sustain the Network’s mental health initiatives. 
o Build workforce capacity and strengthen existing resources within the community. 
o Link consumers and providers to social support services and other available 

resources (e.g., housing, food and nutrition, legal services, etc.) in their respective 
communities.  



The Haitian Mental Health Network 
Directory of Mental Health Providers 

 
         
Name 
 

Specialty Title/Agency Address Contact Information 

Berthonia Antoine, MS, 
LMHC 

Marriage and Family 
Therapy (Children, 
Families & Adults) 

Center for Community Health, 
Education & Research 
(CCHER) 

420 Washington Street, 
Dorchester, MA 02124 

Phone: (617) 265-0228 ext. 240  
Fax: (617) 265-4134 
bantoine@ccher.org 

Guy Apollon, LCSW Social Work Director of Health Services, 
Catholic Charities 

185 Columbia Rd., Dorchester, 
MA 02121 

Phone: (617) 506-6613  
guy_apollon@ccab.org  

Olivia Apollon, LICSW Social Work Team Leader 
Somerville Mental Health 
Association 

35A Memorial Road, #12 
Somerville, MA 02145 

Phone: (617) 469-3727 
oli20000@yahoo.com 

Mathieu Bermingham, 
MD 

Psychiatry 
(Child, Adolescent, & 
Family)  

Medical Director of Behavioral 
Health Services 
Children’s Services of Roxbury

520 Dudley St.  
Roxbury, MA 02119 

Phone: (617) 989-9499 
mberming@me.com 

Edwige Berrouët, LCSW Clinical Social Work Dept. of Psychiatry 
Boston Medical Center 

850 Harrison Ave. 
Boston, MA 

Phone: (617) 414-5758 
edwige.berrouet@bmc.org 

Marie Rose Canton, 
RNCM 

Psychiatric Nurse CEO 
Priority Professional Care, 
LLC 

1613 Blue Hill Ave. 
Mattapan, MA 02126 

Phone: (617) 368-0820 
mcanton@ppcboston.com 
info@ppcboston.com 

Martha Florestal, MSW, 
MDIV 

Social Work Clinician 
Family Intervention Team, 
Boston Partners in Mentoring, 
Inc. 

P.O. Box 18124 
Boston, MA 02118 

Phone: (617) 306-6812 
Fax: (617) 718-2724 
florestalmartha@yahoo.com 
mflorestal@bpmincma.org 

Myrtise Kretsedemas, 
MSW, MPH 

Social Work & Public 
Health 

Consultant 181 Fairmont Avenue 
Hyde Park, MA 02136 

Phone: (617) 230-5210 
mkretsedemas@rcn.com 

Patrice Lamour LICSW Counseling and Consulting 
Group Practice 

185 Main St. 
Avon, MA 

(617) 777-2297 
lamour@simmons.edu 

Edna Laurent-Tellus, 
LICSW 

Social Work Director of Behavioral Health 
Services 
Children’s Services of Roxbury

520 Dudley St.  
Roxbury, MA 02119 

Phone: (617) 989-9499 ext. 343 
elaurent-tellus@csrox.org 

Laure Lindor, Ph.D. Psychology Multicultural Counseling 
Services, Inc. 

1525 Blue Hill Avenue, 2nd Floor 
Mattapan, MA 02126 

Phone: (617) 296-1700 
Fax: (617) 296-1707 
llindor2006@yahoo.com 



Name 
 

Specialty Title/Agency Address Contact Information 

Marie Andrée Pierre-
Victor, LICSW 

Social Work Clinical Manager, Behavioral 
Health Department 
Codman Square Health Center 

637 Washington St. 
Dorchester, MA 02124 

Phone: (617) 825-9660 ext. 8146 
Direct line: (617) 822-8146 
Fax: (617) 822-8148 
marie.pierre-victor@codman.org 
Private Practice: (617) 296-1700 

Joel Piton, MD, M.Ed. Mental Health Counselor Center for Community Health, 
Education & Research 
(CCHER) 

420 Washington St. 
Dorchester, MA 02124 

Phone: (617) 265-0228 ext. 229 
Fax: (617) 265-4134 
jpiton@ccher.org 

Vanessa Prosper, Ph.D. Clinical Psychology Multicultural Counseling 
Services, Inc. (Private Practice)

1525 Blue Hill Avenue, 2nd Floor 
Mattapan, MA 02126 

Phone: (857) 205-9515 
Fax: (617) 296-1707 
drprosper@gmail.com 

Suze Prudent, Ph.D. Psychology Private Practice 986 Walnut Street 
Newton Highlands, MA 02461 

Phone: (617) 969-7670 
sprudent@earthlink.net 

Gemima St. Louis, Ph.D. Clinical Psychology 
(Child, Adolescent, 
Family) 

Director of Mental Health 
Training & Research 
The SPARK Center at Boston 
Medical Center 

255 River St. 
Mattapan, MA 02126 

Phone: (617) 534-2050 ext. 26 
Fax: (617) 534-2059 
stlouis@bu.edu 
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